Al-Farabi Kazakh National University
Higher School of Economics and Business

PRACTICAL SESSIONS

for
(AP7201) Academic writing (2021-2022)
Week 1

Topic

Features of academic writing. Types of texts 

Purpose
To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
· What is a paragraph?

· What are the main rules of paragraphing? 
· Name the main points of a paragraph structure.

· What is a topic sentence? 
· Tell about its distinctive features. 
· Name the basic distinctive features

· What is cohesion? Which cohesive devices do you know? 
· Which principal elements should a paragraph possess? 
· When do we normally start a new paragraph?

· What are the strategies to make a paragraph more developed?
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.
Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 2
Topic:

Plagiarism and paraphrasing. Citations and references 

Purpose:

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:

· How to re-write a text so that the language is substantially different while the content stays the same.

· How to summarize and reduce the length of a text but retaining the main points.
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 3
Topic:

The Anti-Plagiarism 

Purpose:

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:

· How to identify plagiarism in the text by the main elements.

• How to distinguish between main ideas in different scientific papers.
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 4

Topic:

Academic texts. Types and the structure of the Academic texts. 
Purpose:

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:

1 What are the criteria used to determine which text belongs to?

2 What type of academic text does your article belong to?

Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 5

Topic:
Academic essay
Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
1 What questions will be covered in the essay to prove the relevance of your research topic?

2 What questions will be disclosed in the essay to prove the consistency of the scientific novelty of the results of your research?
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 6
Topic

Using library catalogues. Combining sources. Finding suitable sources. 

Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:

How to use the library catalogue to search for relevant books?
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 7
Topic

Visual information. Figures. Graphs. Tables. Diagrams.

Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
How To explain or clarify a problem using concrete examples, diagrams, or figures.
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 8
Topic

Writing a manuscript for publication

Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
1. Do I present a specific thesis, problem, or research question? (Make sure you’re not just summarizing a field of study!) 

2. Who is my audience? Will readers find my literature review relevant and useful? 

3. What is the scope of my review? What types of publications did I use (journals, books, popular media, government documents, person communication?)? 

4. What am I reviewing? Is my issue addressing theory, methodology, policy, quantitative research, or qualitative research? A combination? Make sure this is clear in your review! 

5. Has my search for studies been broad enough to contain all the relevant studies? 

6. Has my search been narrow enough to exclude irrelevant studies? 

7. Is the literature I’ve chosen actually relevant to my thesis? Does every study I’ve chosen to include shed some light on the problem my article is addressing? 

8. Have I critically analyzed the studies or do I just summarize the articles? Have I discussed the strengths and weaknesses of the studies? 

9. Have I cited and discussed studies that contradict my perspective? 

10. Is my review more than just a descriptive summary? Is it organized into useful, informative sections that present different ideas revolving around my thesis? 
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 9
Topic

Bringing topicality to a research. The research aim and objectives

Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:

· how to give reasons, explain why something has happened
· how to judge the value of a subject critically. 
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 10
Topic

Critical literature review

Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
1. Has the author formulated a thesis? What is the problem or issue being addressed? Is this problem relevant to my review?

2. Is the problem clearly stated? Is the significance of the problem discussed? (I.e., why should the reader care about this study?)

3. Whatarethestrengthsandlimitationsofthewaytheauthorhasformulated the problem? Could the problem be approached more effectively from another perspective?

4. Is this paper primarily theoretical, experimental, interpretive, clinical? A combination? Could the study have been better if conducted in a different framework? (I.e., could a theoretical study have been strengthened by actual experiment? Was a clinical study crippled by a lack of theoretical work?)
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 11
Topic

CMS Style. MLA Style. APA Style.
Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:

How to distinguish the writing styles (standards)?
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 12

Topic

Search tools and accumulation of scientific information
Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:

How to choose, find and use the corresponding statistical software to facilitate the time-management concern?
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 13
Topic

Unity and Coherence

Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
· How to describe the subject in precise terms, or set down an exact meaning.

· How to make a concise account of the main ideas of a subject or argument, omitting explanatory details and examples.
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 14
Topic

Conclusion
Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
· Do your conclusions reflect the title of your paragraphs?

· Do your findings reflect the main findings of the study?

• How clear, logical and understandable are your conclusions?
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations

Week 15
Topic

Managing results section

Purpose

To be able to prepare a manuscript, to bring scientific idea in coherent English, to get published in scientific journals and international conference proceedings, completion and submission of Ph.D. dissertation, as well as to be able to answer the following questions:
1. Did the results provide answers to the (testable) hypotheses?

2. If so, what does this mean for the hypothesis?

3. If not, do the results suggest an alternative hypothesis? What is it? Why do the results suggest it? What further results might solidify this hypothesis? Have others proposed it before?

4. Do these results agree with what others have shown? If so, do other authors suggest an alternative explanation to explain the results? If not, how does this experiment differ from others? Is there a design flaw in this experiment? In others?

5. How do these results fit in with results from other studies? Do results from related studies affect the way these results are being interpreted?
Task: Self-preparation on the topic by reading (taking notes from) the corresponding chapters from the coursebook.

Session shall be brought distantly (the off-line mode) in the form of:

· reviewing the main idea of the study material

· preparing the PPT presentations
